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Integration of Knowledge Management for Community and ASEAN
Community : Cross Culture

In this session, there are 20 exchange students from Malaysia, China, Bhutan,
Cambodia, Laos, Indonesia, Thailand, and Nigeria. The main purpose of cross culture
activity is to share experience of the exchange students in society, culture, language,
etiquette, and customs from various countries as well as the important differences
between Thailand and their home countries. The discussion is divided into three aspects.

The first aspect focuses on society and culture. In Thailand, the main religion is
Buddhism and there are many beautiful temples, ruins and arts that the exchange
students are recommended to visit if they have a chance. Regarding the family life in
Thailand, it seems that family relationship is closer than other countries and children
should pay respect and honor to parents. Moreover, all the exchange students share the
same ideas that Thailand is the land of smile wherever they g¢o out, they always see

people smiling and being helpful.
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The second one is etiquette and customs. Thai people show respect to the
others by “Wai”, which is the traditional form of greetings in Thailand. In generally,
young people always show respect to elder people or when they meet people in
everywhere. For example, when the students go to school, they have to show respect to
their teachers. About the customs, in Thailand the weather is quite hotter than the other
countries, they usually wear simple clothes but it depends on occasions. However, when
they go to schools or universities, they wear uniform that can show Thai unique because
they do not wear the uniform in other countries.

The third one is language. This is one of the main problems that the exchange
students always face when they come to Thailand because not all people can speak
English, but they use English language for communication. However, they can also use
body language or give examples to help for communication. Therefore, the exchange
students who come to Thailand should also know some Thai language. Also Thai people
should prepare their English language for welcoming the exchange students and
foreigners from other countries.

Regarding suggestion from the exchange students, the best way to live happily in
other countries, the exchange students should open their minds and eyes, and adapt
themselves to learn every new thing around them and also to share their own life with

others as much as they can.
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